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A. 


NErVTOW  AMD  Li  AnIDIOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COIJrTCIL. 


1JEDICAL  OFFICER  * S REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ELIDED 
DECEI  G3ER  31st,  1952. 

(includ  ing  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 


medical  Officer. 


Sanitary  Inspe ctor . 


Dr.  Amelia  Rowles, 

Town  Mall, 

Newtown. 

H.  H.  Tlionas, 

Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Town  Hall, 

Newtown. 


TO  the:  chairman  and  members  op  the 

NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDLOES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Hr o Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  an  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  3'lst,  "1952. 

I would  very  much  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  member 
of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  kindness  to  me  since 
I took  up  my  oflicial  duties  on  November  1st,  1952. 

To  my  colleagues  I would  also  like  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

AMELIA  ROUTES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  flail 

Newtown, 

Mont. 


TATIS  T I C A I,  SURVEY 


1951. 


195: 


Area  in  acres. 

131,231. 

131 ,?31 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year) 

9,343 

9,397 

Rateable  Value, 

£20,081 

£20,169 

Sun  represented  by  one  penny  rate, 

£79.  9.  0. 

£80.  8. 

7. 

VITAL  S T A T I 

S T I C S. 

(Based  or  the  Registrar' -General' s mid-year  estimate). 

LIVE  BIRTFS 

1951 

1952 

Total 

Male  Female 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate.  140 

77  63 

144 

69 

75 

Illegitimate.  6 

5 1 

3 

2 

3 

TOTAL  146 

82  64 

149 

71 

78 

Birth  Rate  (per 
1,000  population). 

13.63 

15.86 

For  the  whole  County 

16. 83 

1 6.  66 

For  England  and  Wale  s. 

15.5 

1 5.3 

STILL  BIRTHS  Total 

Male  Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

6 

5 1 

6 

4 

2 

These  were  all  legitimate  births. 

Still  birth  rate  per 
1 ,000  total  births 

41 

40 

For  the  whole  County 

20.9 

20,0 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  Total 

Male  Female 

Total 

Male 

Female. 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  four  weeks.  3 

1 2 

2 

0 

2 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  one  year  7 

3 4 

3 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

All  these  were 

legitimate  births. 

Deaths  of  infants  under 
1 year  per  1 ,000  live  births 

47.9 

20 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

30 

29 

For  England  and  Wales. 

29.6 

27.6 

DEATHS 

1931 

1952 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

. Male,  : 

Femal^ 

109 

36 

33 

100 

47 

53 

Death  rate  per 

1000  population. 

11.67 

10. 64 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

14.08 

12.40 

For  England  and  Wales. 

12.5 

11.3 

CAUSE  S 0 

F D E 

ATI 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The 

cause  £ 

3 of  the 

infant 

deaths  were 

2 cases  of  prematurity  and  one 

of  pulmonary  atelcctesi.  s. 

1931 

1952 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male  Female. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

I on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm, stomach 

3 

3 

0 

3 

1 

2 

" lung  and  bronchus  1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

■i 

" " Breast 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

" Uteris 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Other  lymphatic  and 

malignant  neoplasms 

6 

4 

2 

7 

6 

1 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system. 

10 

5 

3 

24 

10 

14 

Coronary  disease  angina 

5 

3 

2 

10 

8 

2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Other  heart  disease. 

26 

11 

13 

25 

10 

15 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

04 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

5 

1 

1 

0 

Other  disease  of  respiratory 

system 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea. 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

\ 

1 

Hyperplasia  0f  prostate 

4 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Pregnency  and  childbirth 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

19: 

31 

1952 

Total. 

Male, 

, Female 

. Total 

. Male. 

Fema‘ 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

1 

9 

0 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

diseases 

11 

4 

7 

13 

5 

o 
' J 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

3 

1 

0 

0 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

A 

Other  causes 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

109 

56 

_ _ 53 

100 

47  n 

53 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  E 

lEALTII  SERVICES 

FOR  THE 

«4| 

m 

Si 

AIEULANCS. 


The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.John  Ambulance  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee, 

Telephone.  Caersws  22.5 

Newtown  205.  from  9 sum.  to  5 p. m. 

Newtown  359.  after  5 p.  m. 

Llanidloes  33*1 

Sitting  car  service  - all  requests  to  County  Health  Offices, 

Newtown  205. 

CIIILDHSK  * S OFFICER. 

This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
terms  of  the  Childrens'  Act  1948.  The  Childrens'  Officer  is 

Miss  C.  Owen  Waterhouse, 

Childrens ' Department , 

County  Offices, 

Welshpool.  Telephone,  Welshpool  228. 

The  Childrens  Reception  home  is  at  : - 
12,  Bronwylfa, 

Welshpool.  Telephone,  Welshpool  109. 

DOHICILARY  HIDWIFSKT  AND  HOI  Til  NURSING. 

The  district  is  served  by  :~ 

Sister  C„  LJkoyd  Jones, 

Bryneglwys,  Newtown.  Newtown  497. 
for  Mochdre  and  Dolfor. 

Sister  E.  P.  Davies, 

Dolf organ  Lodge,  Kerry.  Kerry  62, 
for  Kerry  and  Sara  and  her  duties 
extend  to  Abermule. 


Nurse  C.  J.  Lloyd, 

Brynolwyg  Cottage, 

New  Mills.  Tregynon  250 

for  Tregynon,  Bettws,  New  Mills,  Manafon, 

Adfa,  and  Bwlchyffrydd. 

Sister  R.E.  Jones, 

Dudley  House, 

Llanidloes.  Llanidloes  244. 

Apart  from  Llanidloes  her  duties  take  in 
Llangurig,  Cwmbelan  and  Old  Hall. 

Nurse  S.  Van  Evans, 

Glandwr  Villa, 

High  Street, 

Llanidloes,  Llanidloes  348. 

For  Oakley  Park  and  Ilidiart  yvvaen. 

Si  ster  E.  Jc  Richards , 

B.irchnm  House , 

Llawryglyn.  Trefeglwys  217 

For  Trefeglwys,  Llawryglyn,  St  ay  lit  tie  and  Van. 

Nurse  E.  Wainwright , 

Vine  Cottage, 

Llanwnog.  Caersws  249. 

For  Caersws,  Mochdre  and  Aberhafesp. 

Nurse  A.S.Peate, 

Y Glyn, 

Carno.  Carno  215. 

For  Carno,  Clatter  and  Pontdolgoch. 

hole:  help  service., 

Home  help  is  available  in  certain  cases  on  application 
to  the  Home  Help  Supervisor 

Mrs  R.  Goodwin, 

County  Health  Office^, 

Newtown.  Telephone  Newtown  205. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown, 
and  the  Llanidloes  and  District  Hospital,  both  of  which  apart  from 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases  take  in  Midwifery  cases.  The  hospitals 
are  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  based  at  Aberystwyth. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

A branch  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Scrvico 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  M.  V.  N.  Sudds  is  at 

Cardiganshire  General  Hospital, 

Aberystwyth.  Telephone,  Aberystwyth  216. 

The  laboratory  offers  very  comprehensive  facilities  for 
investigations  of  a. Public  Health  nature.  These  facilities  have 
been  freely  utilised  during  the  year  and  have  proved  of  the  greatest 
value. 


: IMIERFITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service  in  your 
area,  by  virtue  of  the  National  Health  Service  Ac£,  1948. 

Clinics  serving  the  area  are  at  : - 

Wesleyan  School  Room,  Newtown,  first  and  third  Wednesday 

each  month  afa.  2.30  p.  m. 

Assembly  Rooms,  Llanidloes,  second  and  last  Y/edne sday 

each  month  at  2.30  p.  m. 

Community  Centre,  St ay lit tie,  third  Thursday  each  month 

at  2.  30  p.  m. 

It  is  hoped  to  commence  a further  clinic  at  Caersws  in  the 
near  future. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE. _ 

The  Area  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Natio.  al  Assistance  is 

at  : - 

Agricultural  House , 

Kerry  Road, 

Newtown.  Telephone,  Newtown  341. 

NATIONAL  INSURANCE. 

The  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  is 

at  : - 


Community  House, 

Severn  Place , 

Newtown.  Telephone,  Newtown  284. 

and  at  : - 

Mid  7/ales  House, 

Great  Oak  Street, 

Llanidloes.  Telephone,  Llanidloes  350. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Dr.  G.  0.  Thomas,  the  Chest  physician,  holds  the  following  clinics 
serving  the  district 

Newtown , County  Infirmary,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  each  month 

at  11  a.  m. 


Llanidloes,  Y/ar  Memorial  Hospital,  Saturday  before  the  last 

Tuesday  in  each  month,  at  10.30  a. 


VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  against  small  pox  in  the  district  is  carried  out 
by  the  Local  General  Practitioners. 

lymph  can  be  obtained  from  : - 


Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Offices,  Hereford. 
Bacteriological  Department,  City  Laboratory, 

1 2 6 Mount  Pleasant , Liverpool. 


DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS. 

Immuni  sat  ion  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  age  of 
nine  months  to  one  year,  followed  by  a booster  dose  when  the  child 
enters  school  at  five  years. 

The  service  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General  Practitioners 
and  by  the  County  Health  Service  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 

lymph  can  be  obtained  at  the  County  Health  Offices,  Newtown, 

VBNEHSAL  DISEASE. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Shrewsbury  and  at  Oswestry. 

(a)  1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

Men.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6p,.ru  - 3 p, n. 

Women.  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  3*3 0 p.  m,  - 5.30  p.  m. 

(b)  The  Dispensary,  Brock  Street,  Oswestry, 

Men.  Thursdays,  1 p„m,  - 2 p.  m. 

Women.  Thursdays , 2 p.  m.  - 3 p.m. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1552. 

The  total  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  arc 
classified  as  follows  : - 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  relating 

to  the  Housing  Survey  87 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  The  following  inspections  were  made 

and  classified  as  follows  : - 

Inspections  relating  to  Nuisances 63 

do  do  Refuse  Disposal 14 

do  do  Sewage  Disposal 25 

do  do  Water  Supplies 235 

do  do  Tents,  Vans  etc. 3 

do  do  Building  Byelaws 90 

General  Inspections  unclassified  81 

Drain  tests  applied  23 

Disinfection  of  promises 3 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938, 

Inspections  relating  to  Food  Premises 47 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  70 

( 1 ) Chemical  10 

( ) Bacteriological 

fa)  Satisfactiry  40) 

(b)  Unsatisfactiry  20) 


60 


PREVISION  OF  DAI-AGE  3Y  PESTS  ACT  , 1949. 


The  total  number  of  visits,  and  treatment  of  premises  carried 


out  under  the  Act 

Type  of 
Premi  se  s. 

are  detailed 

Number  of 
Inspections 
carried  out. 

as  follows 

Number  of 

Infestations 

Pound. 

Number  of  Number  of 

Infestations  Infestations 
t rested.  Reported 

to  by 

A.  E,  C.  A.  E.  C. 

Agric.  Propertie  s. 

477 

46 

2 

44 

96 

Business  Premises. 

86 

8 

8 

- 

- 

Private  Dwellings. 

665 

29 

29 

- 

- 

L.  A.  Properties. 

4 

12 

12 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1232 

. _ 25 . 

. 

A4 

96 

The  total  number  of  revisits  made  in  connection  with  Treatments 
was  392, 

FOOD  INSPECTION.  During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  surrendered 

and  found  to  be  on  examination  unfit  for  consumption 
and  were  destroyed;  - 

92  tins  of  canned  foods. 

6-g-  lbs.  of  cheese, 

38  lbs.  of  biscuits. 

21-g-  lbs.  of  cocoanut  chips. 

In  all  premises  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was 
maintained.  Slaughtering  of  animals  and  the  distribution  of  meat 
continues  to  be  carried  out  from  the  centralised  depots  at  Newtown  and 
Llanidloes. 

During  the  year  one  licence  was  issued  licensing  premises  for  the 
sale  of  Ice  Cream,  the  total  number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  sale 
of  this  commodity  in  the  district  is  8.  There  are  no  -premises 
licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  this  article  the  supplies  being  obtained 
from  manufacturers  outside  the  area. 

WATER  SUPPLES,  The  purification  plant  installed  by  Messrs  Bell  Bros. 

for  the  removal  of  excess  iron  manganese  content  was 
completed  during  the  year,  the  resultant  water  after  treatment  was  highly 
satisfactory  the  discolouration  due  to  the  iron  being  completely 
removed  and  the  manganese  content  being  considerably  reduced.  One 
pleasing  result  arising  from  the  treatment  of  the  supply  is  the  increase 
in  consumption,  indicating  that  the  householders  are  relying  on  the 
supply  and  not  on  the  wells  as  before  the  treatment  was  installed.  In 
addition  to  the  removal  of  iron  and  manganese  the  supply  is  chlorinated 
as  a precautionary  measure. 

Schemes  for  a water  supply  to  the  villages  of  Trcgynon  and 
Llangurig  were  completed  goring  the  year. 

The  source  of  supply  in  the  case  of  Cac-rsws  is  from  a shallow 
well  18  feet  deep,  in  the  case  of  Trcgynon  and  llangurig  the  supply  is 
from  boreholes. 


.Baring  the  year  the  Council  took  over  from  the  Dinan  Estates  A 
Company  the  Draintcwion  and  Cwmffrwd  water  supplies  as  from  the  1st 
October,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Company  to  undertake  the 
supervision  and  maintenance  of  the  supplies  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
until  the  Council  staff  were  in  a position  to  undertake  the  work. 

CV7MEELAN.  A scheme  for  supplying  this  village  was  installed  in  1 951  , 
and  continues  to  be  satisfactory  with  regards  to  quality 
and  quantity.  The  water  is  obtained  from  a well  by  means  of  a syphon 

and  conveyed  to  a storage  tank,  the  water  is  passed  through  a sand 
filter.  Since  being  constructed  no  shortage  of  water  has  been 
experienced  and  the  supply  appears  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
village.  Before  the  scheme  was  put  in  the  villagers  had  to  carry 
water  a distance  cf  half  a mile  from  the  village,  the  supply  in  the 
village  is  by  means  cf  standpipes  fixed  at  certain  points.  During  the 
year  the  School,  Canteen  aod  School1  house  wore  connected  to  the  mains. 

LLANWNOG,  CARNO , ABBA.  SANK,  KERRY  Boreholes  which  have  been  sunk 

;.fc  these  villages  still  remain 

undeveloped,  but  at  Ac  hoped  that  schemes  for  these  villages  which  are 
badly  in  need  of  a piped  supply  will  not  be  delayed  unduly,  and  that 
some  of  the  schemes  will  start  in 

PRI\rATE  SUBPLIES.,  Prom  the  analysis  of  samples  submitted  for 

examination  the  state  of  affairs  relating  to 
private  supplies  is  similar  to  that  as  reported  in  previous  years. 

The  high  number  of  samples  returned  as  unsatisfactory  still  indicate  that 
a large  percentage  of  private  supplies  throughout  the  district  are 
un  sati sf actory. 

SEWERAGE.  Schemes  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Cacrsws  and  Tregynon  villages  were  commenced  and  it  is 
hoped  that  both  schemes  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1953# 

HOUSING.  During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  Housing  Schemes  at 

Tregynon  and  Aberhafesp  where  8.  houses  were  being  erected  at 
Tregynon  and  4 at  Aberhafesp. 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  for 
grants  towards  the  cost  of  improving  existing  property  and  bringing 
it  up  to  modern  standards,  one  application  was  approved  for  grant. 

The  number  of  owners  talcing  advantage  of  the  assistance  provided 
by  the  Act  is  most  dAs.oppointn.ngr,  A largo  number  of  properties 
throughout  the  area,  can  be  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  by 
carrying  out  certa.in  improvements,  these  being  of  such  a nature  as  to 
permit  the  owners  to  qualify  for  grants  under  the  Act.  In  view  of 
the  small  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  one  wonders 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  brought  fully  to  the  notice 
of  the  property  owners.  I feci  that  many  more  owners  would  take 
advantage  of  the  assistance  provided  if  they  were  more  acquainted  with 
the  terms  of  the  Act* 

The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  by  private 
enterprise  was  3.  Tho  total  number  of  Building  Licences  issued  to 
private  persons  to  build  houses  was  8.  The  Council  issued  5 licences 
and  the  Ministry  of  Works  issued  J>» 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


The  greater  portion  of  the  district  is  being 
serviced  weekly,  a few  of  the  more  scattered  areas 
are  serviced  fortnightly.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1953  the  service 
can  be  extended  to  Stay  little  and  Dolfor  the  two  villages  which  now  are 
not  provided  for  in  the  scheme.  The  Council  undertake  the  collection 
from  two  villages  only,  namely,  Llandinam  and  Cacrsws. 

FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  Sampling  under  the  Foods  and 

Drugs  Act  is  undertaken  by  the 

County  Council  and  I have  no  data  available  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  this  Act  for  the  district. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to 
the  Council  and  members  of  the  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation 
and  assistance  given  me  during  the  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  H.  THOMAS. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


